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GENEALOGY. 



BRUCE FAMILY. 

Charles* Bruce resided at "Soldier's Rest," in Orange county, Va. The 
farm was a large and valuable one. It was situated near Kelly's Ford 
on the Rapidan, a spot well known in the history of the war between 
the States. The dwelling was built before the Revolution, and in its 
time was looked upon as a fine establishment. The nails used in its 
construction were made by ha d, of wrought iron, probably in a shop 
on the estate by one of the owner's smiths. A picture of this quaint 
colonial mansion, with its long sloping roof, narrow porch, and tall 
chimneys at either end, is in the possession of Charles 2 Bruce's de- 
scendants, and a copy has been made for Mr. R. A. Lancaster's projected 
work on the colonial and antebellum residences of Virginia. The house 
was destroyed by fire in 1857. The estate of "Soldier's Rest" was 
bought from the executors of Gov. Spotswood. 

An account of Charles Bruce, of "Soldier's Rest," by a contempo- 
rary, represents him as "physically under the average, with a fair com- 
plexion, sandy hair, blue eyes, and a constitution of durable fibre. He 
was a man of great vigor of intellect and of controlling influence in his 
neighborhood and county, but without any political ambition." There 
is a silhouette of this Charles Bruce in the possession (1902) of his 
great-grandson, George Morton Williams, Esq., of Culpeper, Va., 
which shows him to have been a handsome and intellectual looking 
man. The name of his residence suggests military tastes. It is not 
surprising to find that he was an officer (Captain) in the Revolution, 
and for his services received a grant of land (Records, Register's office, 
Richmond, Va). Among the soldiers enlisting at Winchester, Va., in 
1754, for the great French and Indian war, was a Charles Bruce, who 
was about the age of Charles Bruce, of "Soldier's Rest," at that time. 
He was enrolled as a native of Scotland ; it is possible that this was 
Charles Bruce of " Soldier's Rest," who may have come over with his 
father, James Bruce, the emigrant, from Scotland. 

Charles,' 2 of " Soldier's Rest," died in 1792. Among the items of his 
personal property were forty-seven slaves, a considerable holding at 
that time, and about two hundred head. of livestock. The value of the 
personalty was ,£1735.13.4 — a sum representing about $25,000 in present 
values. A careful examination of the records of Culpeper, Orange and 
Spotsylvania counties will give additional information as to this Charles 
Bruce and his father, James, the emigrant. 

Of the children of Charles, 2 Thomas, 3 William, 3 and Henry 3 probably 
died young, as nothing is known of them. Charles, 3 the third son, 
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removed to Halifax county, Va., and resided at "Tarover," a house 
which he built on the model of " Soldier's Rest." He died unmarried, 
leaving a handsome fortune. 

Elizabeth, 3 the only daughter of Charles Bruce, of " Soldier's Rest," 
married James Williams, a captain in the Continental army and a major- 
general in the war of 1812. They had issue:, (1) Fannie, 4 m. Fayette 
Ball, and died childless ; (2) Charles Bruce, 4 m. Ann Mercer Hackley ; 
(3) William Bruce, 4 ra. Miss Pate, died childless; (4) Lucy Ann, 4 m. 
John S. Pendleton, died childless ; 15) Philip, 4 m. Mildred Catlett ; (6) 
Elizabeth S., 4 m. Dr. George Morton. 

The children of Charles Bruce and Ann (Hackley) Williams, were: 
(1) Ann Eliza, 5 d. young and unmarried; (2) Frances 5 m. Edwin S. 
Taliaferro, issue: Charles Hay, 6 ; Alfred Fitzhugh, 6 m. Georgia Pope, of 
Ala. ; James, 6 m. Miss Wallace; (3) Mary, 5 died in infancy; (4) James 
Edward, 5 m. Mary T. Harrison, no issue ; (5) Elizabeth Cunningham, 5 
m. George C. Reid, of Norfolk, Va., issue: Alice, 6 m. Lane Kelly, of 
Norfolk, Va.; Ann, 6 m. Albert Grandy. of Norfolk, Va.; (6) Mary Finella, 6 
died unmarried ; (7) Janet Bruce, 5 m. W. L. Hill, died childless ; (8) 
Harriet Randolph, 5 m. Charles D. Hill, issue: one daughter, Mrs. Nevin 
Fishbourne ; 6 (9) Charles Urquhart, 5 m. Alice, daughter of Isaac Daven- 
port, Jr., President of First National Bank, Richmond Va., issue: (1) 
Elise, m. John W. Atkinson, }r , issue: Janet Bruce, 6 m. W. Brydon 
Tennant; (3) Charles; 6 (4) Davenport; 6 (5) Mary Newton. 6 

The children of Philip 4 and Mildred (Catlett) Williams were : (1) 
Bettie Bruce, 5 unmarried ; (2) Robert, 5 late Adjutant-General U. S. A., 
married the widow of Stephen A. Douglas, issue: Robert, 6 m. Miss Yoe, 
Chicago, 111.; Ellen, 6 m. Bryson Patton, Philip, 6 m. Miss Harrison, 
Adele, 6 fames, 6 killed in Philippines, Mildred, 6 Anne, 6 ; (3) George 
Morton, 5 m. Gertrude S. Long, issue: Elizabeth, 6 m T. Clifford Stark, 
Lucy Pendleton, 6 m. Edwin S. Slaughter. Mildred, 6 Ellis, 6 Helen, 6 John, 6 
George, Mary, 6 Gertrude, 6 Bettie, 6 Pendleton, 6 Ann, 6 Lucy Mary. 6 

The children of Elizabeth S. 4 and Dr. George Morton were : (1) 
Wm. J. 6 died unmarried ; (2) George P. 5 died unmarried ; (3) John P. 6 
died unmarried ; (4) Jeremiah, 5 m. Charlotte Turner ; (5) Dr. Charles 
B , 5 m. Miss Dickenson ; (6) Thomas, 5 m. Sally Pannill ; (7) James W., 5 m. 
Miss Harper. (For Williams and Morton families see Dr. Slaughter's 
St. Mark's Parish and History of Culpeper county). 

James 3 Bruce, the eldest son of Charles, 2 of 4< Soldier's Rest," would 
have inherited the " Soldier's Rest " estate, but early in life developed 
a taste for mercantile pursuits. Having received an ordinary school 
education, he secured, at the age of sixteen, a situation at Petersburg, 
Va., with Mr. Colquhoun, who carried on an extensive business in buy- 
ing tobacco from the planters and selling them goods, which he had 
imported from England, fames, by his industrious habits, honest 
character, and capacity for business, soon won the confidence of his em- 
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ployer to such an extent that he was sent to establish a branch house in 
Amelia county. In this he became a partner. In a few years, finding 
that the more remote county of Halifax offered greater business advan- 
tages, he removed thither and made it his permanent home during the 
rest of his life. By a system of country stores, which supplied the 
wants of the planters, and by judicious purchases of land and tobacco, 
he accumulated one of the largest fortunes of his day. At his death 
his estate was valued at over fifteen hundred thousand dollars, probably 
the greatest in the United States at that time, after those of John Jacob 
Astor and Stephen Gerard, who had a much wider and more profitable 
field in which to work. On at least one occasion, in a public speech, 
Mr. Randolph classed Mr. Bruce with these two famous merchants. At 
the beginning of the war the estate, now in the hands of his four chil- 
dren, was valued at nearly four millions of dollars. It included in one 
item over three thousand slaves. 

The only glimpse we have of James Bruce in early life is to be had 
through a diary kept during the latter part of the 18th century by the 
father or grandfather of Major Richard Venable, the distinguished lawyer 
of Baltimore (1902), and now in the letter's possession. The writer of 
this diary states that he spent a night under the same roof with James 
Bruce and Archibald Alexander, afterwards President of Princeton 
College, both very young men at the time. The impression which they 
made on Mr. Venable by these few hours of intercourse was such that 
he prophesies that they will each attain unusual prominence before 
many years shall have passed. 

Mr. Bruce was not simply successful from a pecuniary point of view. 
In his own part of Virginia — indeed, wherever he was known — his name 
was a synonym for integrity and liberality. A letter from a distinguished 
contemporary, who was well able to judge, pronounces him to have been 
"the justest and most honorable man *' the writer ever knew. Added 
to this, he had a temper of such serenity that no one ever saw it ruffled. 
There are fine portraits of him both at "Berry Hill" and "Staunton 
Hill." 

Soon after settling in Halifax county, James Bruce married (August 1, 
1799), Miss Sally Coles, daughter of Walter Coles. Esq , of the well- 
known Coles family of Virginia (see Genealogy, this Magazine), a wit 
and the greatest heiress in that part of the State. The ceremony took 
place at " Mildendo," the home of Miss Coles's guardian, a house that 
is still standing near Coles* Ferry, on Staunton river. The marriage was 
hastily celebrated, in order to. gratify the last wish of the bride's only 
rtear living relative, a brother who was then dying. Mr. Bruce's second 
wife, who was then a widow iMrs. Patrick Henry, Jr.), happened t;o be 
present, and the ring used during the ceremony was taken from her 
finger. Sally (Coles) Bruce died May 21, 1806. 
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On April 20, t8rg, Mr. Bruce married Elvira Cabell, daughter of Wil- 
liam Cabell, of Union Hill, Nelson county, Va. (see Brown's Cabells 
and their Kin), and widow of Patrick Henry, Jr., eldest son of the 
Orator, who died only a few months after their marriage. The only 
child of this marriage was Elvira, afterwards Mrs. Wm. H. Clark, of 
Banister Lodge, in Halifax county. The second Mrs. James Bruce was 
a woman of unusual intelligence and charm of manner. Her conversa- 
tion was especially remarkable for quaint humor. In appearance, she 
strongly resembled the Cabells— black hair, large dark eyes, swarthy 
complexion, and aquiline nose — a notable representative of a family 
long distinguished for beauty and talents. After her marriage she and 
Mr. Bruce resided for many years at " Woodburn," near Halifax Court- 
house. The house was destroyed by fire after the war. James bruce 
died in Philadelphia, May 12, 1837, whither he had gone for his health, 
and was buried in the yard of St. Andrew's Church. After his death 
his widow removed to Richmond, where she built the house which is 
now the central part of the University College of Medicine on Clay 
street — in its time one of the finest residences in the city, and noted for 
its charming and generous hospitality. Mrs. Bruce was a woman of 
strong and unaffected piety. She gave liberally to charity both public 
and private, and was one of the largest contributors to the fund raised 
for the erection of St. Paul's Church in Richmond, where she wor- 
shipped until her death. What is known in the Episcopal Church of 
Virginia as the " Bruce Fund" was a sum which her children gave, in 
accordance with a desire which she frequently expressed in her last ill- 
ness, but which, on account of her extreme sickness, she had no oppor- 
tunity of leaving to the church in the form of a legal bequest. She died 
in October, 1859, and was buried in Hollywood. 

The children of James* and Sally (Coles) Bruce were : James Coles, 4 
Charles, 4 and Mildred.* The last two died in infancy. James Coles 4 
Bruce was born January 26, 1806. He received his education at Chapel 
Hill and Harvard Colleges, and the University of Virginia. In early 
life he was elected a member of the General Assembly, which came in 
a few votes— three by the record, one by tradition, probably at a secret 
session not recorded— of abolishing slavery in Virginia. This was 
shortly after the Turner Insurrection (1831), which had raised a great 
commotion. Not long before he died, Mr. Bruce expressed much re- 
gret that he had voted for the perpetuation of slavery. In after life, he 
favored gradual emancipation, though one of the largest slaveholders 
in the South. In an address delivered at Danville, Va., which attracted 
general attention at the time, he took an advanced position on the sub- 
ject. He declared that the greatest harm of slavery was to the white 
people, and that it " cheated the planters with a semblance of wealth/' 
There is an extended reference to this address in a note to Howisoris 
History of Virginia, Mr. Bruce was a Whig in politics, and as that 
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party was in the minority in Virginia, and he himself was without polit- 
ical ambition, and owing to his great wealth, without strong motive for 
exertion, he never sought high office, though a finished public speaker, 
and a man whose extraordinary talents were generally recognized. As 
the foremost citizen of his county and the Union candidate, he was 
elected a member of the Secession Convention. He was an active op- 
ponent of secession, but voted in favor of it when Lincoln issued his 
call for troops. He was considered to be one of the ablest debaters in 
the Convention. There are interesting references to him in the account 
of that body which Hon. John Goode, a member, wrote for the Con* 
servative Review^ March, 1900. Among the casual addresses of Mr. 
Bruce was one delivered before the students of Chapel Hill, N. C, at 
the Commencement of 1841 ; another, before the Alumni of the Uni- 
versity of Virginia. Both are marked by vigorous thought, brilliant 
expression, and high literary finish. The Chape! Hill address was re- 
published in 1898 by J. B. Chastain, Esq., of Baltimore, Md. Mr. 
Bruce resided at Berry Hill, Halifax county, Va., which had formerly 
been a part of the estate of the second Wm. Byrd, and afterwards of 
General Edward Carrington. The house which he erected is still stand- 
ing, now the home of his son, Alexander Bruce, Esq., and is considered 
to be one of the finest models of the Colonial style in the South, if not 
in the United States. Among the other valuable contents of the house 
was an extraordinary quantity of silver of the finest designs. Even the 
basons, pitchers, <&c, of the sleeping rooms were made of this material. 
Here Mr. Bruce lived, like the lord of an English manor, in the 
midst of hundreds of slaves and adherents of all kinds— a sort of feudal 
chief on his great landed estate and in his county — where he was 
equally feared and admired. He died in 1865, just before the close of 
the war. He said on his death bed that he "felt a grim satisfaction in 
leaving the world at that time, as he knew that nothing but ruin was in 
store for his class." Though originally a Union man, his contributions 
for the advancement of the cause of the Confederacy had amounted to 
at least fifty thousand dollars. 

(to be continued.) 



A GENEALOGY OF THE HERNDON FAMILY. 
(Compiled by John W. Herndon, Alexandria, Va.) 

(continued) 

193. Eliz* Herndon (181-7-3-2-1), d. 1844, m. Brodie Strachan Hull bro» 
of Elizabeth Hull, who m. No. 191), d. 1827 Ch: 228. Jane Herndon, 
m. Dabney Minor (son of No. 189); their dau., Lucy Herndon, m. Bel- 
ton Mickle and had ch. 229. John, m., 1st, Lucy Ann Meriwether, d. s. 
p.; m., 2d, Ann Crump; their ch: I. Susan Hart, m. Wm. Lea, ch; II. 



